‘ Rachel’s Rachel’s Table of Western MA Responds to the SNAP Crisis

\" T A B L E UPDATED Statement from Jodi Falk, Executive Director
\Hl’

Feeding Western Massachusetts

Reduce Waste. Relieve Hunger Updated Nov. 13, 2025

While the historic government shutdown has officially ended, and there is hope on the horizon that
all SNAP recipients will receive their full November benefits if they have not already, the situation
remains volatile and unpredictable. Here at Rachel’s Table of Western Massachusetts, we continue to
hold firm in our belief that the SNAP program is essential to aid in hunger relief, and that withholding,
delaying, or trying to end it altogether is a direct threat to human rights.

Hunger is not just a problem in this moment—hunger is here 365 days a year, and Rachel’s Table is
continuing strong in our efforts to be nimble &fill the gaps in hunger relief (see our press coverage!).

We are:

e Continuing to replenish food for our partners’ pantries & meal sites—they are feeding 2-3 times as
many people as usual, and the food isn’t staying on the shelves

e Running more gleans than we ever have (harvesting excess produce from local farms)

e Purchasing the foods our partner agencies need but can’t afford due to lack of federal funds,
inflation, or supply chain issues

e Supporting 18 (and adding more weekly!) local organizations in running successful food drives

Our volunteers are showing up stronger than ever! They are packing bags from our food drives, driving
food to many locations, and gleanings thousands of pounds of produce—thank you, volunteers!

As the situation with SNAP benefits continues to unfold, we know that many challenges still lie ahead.
Your donation to our Emergency Food Fund supports our innovative approach to hunger alleviation.

There’s no better time than now to get involved:

e Donate to our Emergency Food Fund: feedwma.org/give-funds

e Sign up for farm gleaning alerts & join a harvestteam: tinyurl.com/RTGleanAlerts

e Volunteer: join over 420 volunteers, become a driver: feedwma.org/volunteer-resources

e Give Food: if your business has excess food to donate, call us: (413) 733-97165

e Find afood drive: Facebook, Instagram; drop at our office & we’ll bring to 65+ partner agencies

Thank you for supporting food security in our region—we couldn't do it without your partnership.
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